ATASC 
Executive Meeting 

08-02-09 
Calgary
In attendance:

Kevin Joncas 

Corey Karvonen-Lee
Mike Kischuk 


Lorraine Lastiwka 

Ed Leong


Erick Noriega
Wade Strass 

Rachel Toews

Colleen Yoshida
Guest: Pat Kaiserseder (CBE)
Handouts

1. Profit & Loss – K. Joncas

2. TELUS Convention Centre Schedule A – E. Leong

3. Calgary City Teachers’ Convention Association Event Plan – E. Leong
4. January 22, 2008 Meeting Notes – E. Leong

5. Floorplans & Specifications – E. Leong

6. Conference 2008 Preliminary Budget – E. Leong

7. Email from EPCOR – C. Yoshida

8. Email from Canadian Olympic School Program – C. Yoshida

9. Email from John Griffiths – C. Yoshida

Call to order 09:46

1. Agenda Changes - delete item 5, as both A. Bender and W. Brouwer not present.
2. Agenda adopted
 (moved by C. Karvonen-Lee, second E. Noriega)

3. No minutes available from last meeting – C. Yoshida to track down.

4. Director’s Reports – verbal reports submitted by:
a. E. Noriega – Elementary Science

b. R. Toews – Biology

c. C. Karvonen-Lee – Junior High Science

d. L. Lastiwka – Alberta Education

e. C. Yoshida – President

f. W. Strass – Technology

g. K. Joncas - Treasurer

5. ATA Update (M. Kischuk)

a. Pension agreement ratified.
b. TNET presentations to help teachers with login and access are occurring at Teachers’ Conventions during February and March.
c. ATA membership cards will be distributed to members in March.
d. No recent update on membership.
e. Newsletter was authorized for printing last week.
f. ASEJ sent to printers in January.
g. We have received a request from Professional Development to develop a mission statement. Recommended that we retain our current mission statement until we choose to review it. 
6. External Agencies and the website (W. Strass)

a. Concern expressed regarding number of requests we are receiving to post information to our website and share information with our members. Recommended we follow same standards as those used for determining what may be put into ATA publications; Technology Director to use best professional judgment and contact ATA Rep and/or president if there is a question regarding suitability.

b. Concern expressed regarding potential copyright violations for material posted in OWL Resource-Sharing Database. Recommended we provide guidelines to members regarding conditions to be met for posting material to the resource-sharing database, allow members to post information as they see fit, and pull materials should any complaint arise.
7. Journal / Newsletter update (A. Bender / W. Brouwer)

a. Item deleted.
8. Secretary position (C. Yoshida)
a. Person who originally volunteered to take the position is no longer able to do so. Please forward names of anyone who might be interested to C. Yoshida (E. Leong and E. Noriega have contacts). C. Yoshida will contact Karen Shevy to see if she’s interested in coming back.
9. Financial update (K. Joncas)

a. Reviewed Profit & Loss handout provided.

b. At this time, it looks like a $60,000 surplus from Conference 2006 and a $60,000 surplus from Conference 2007 both will be transferred to the T-Bill Account.
10. Inventory update (C. Yoshida)

a. All members present provided a brief verbal review of what they have.
b. All members asked to send inventory of items in their possession to C. Yoshida.  C. Yoshida will send out previous inventory for checking against.
11. Awards (C. Yoshida)

a. Outstanding Science Teacher Award found at Kananaskis and returned to C. Yoshida, but was broken on arrival.
b. New trophy and new keeper plaques have been purchased, and will be sent out to 2007 winners ASAP.
Moved by M. Kischuk, second C. Karvonen-Lee that ATASC, on a one-time basis, amend practice to provide 2007 award winners with one weekend accommodation at West Edmonton Mall. Carried.
12. Conference 2008 update (E. Leong)

a. On closer inspection of the contract, and after meeting with the TELUS Convention Centre staff, E. Leong reported that a variety of new and increased costs associated with Conference 2008 have been identified.

Moved by E. Leong second C. Karvonen-Lee that SC Executive authorize council to make a payment of $10,000 to the TELUS Convention Centre as an advance for Conference 2008 ASAP. Carried.
b. Have released Sunday. Conference will be Thursday, Friday and Saturday, with the main session days being Friday and Saturday.
i. Thursday – considering holding a Science Leaders meeting.
ii. Mini-Themes – considering selecting the themes Energy, Water, Space, and Human Body, and offering a series of sessions that relate to each theme in sequence during the day.

iii. Focussing on speakers who provide new information on a topic and promote teacher practice, rather than a product.

iv. Considering making role of Executive at Conference more meaningful, perhaps by hosting an informal discussion amongst teachers in their area of specialty.

v. Considering holding the AGM on Saturday, but neither first nor last thing in the day.

c. Discussion of ways to make the banquet more socially interesting occurred. Ideas advanced included: have a keynote speak, hold the AGM in conjunction with it, present awards, Iron Science Teacher competition, provide good food, entertainment such as the Celtic band that played at Conference 1999.
d. We are committed to hosting a banquet in Hall E of the TELUS Convention Centre, which holds 900 people and costs $2700 plus tax and setup fees, regardless of whether or not we hold the banquet in that room. Options to host the banquet in a smaller room at the TELUS Convention Centre, adjust the size of Hall E to better fit the number of delegates likely to attend the banquet (estimated at 400), or move to a different venue were all discussed. It was determined that E. Leong would:
i. Ask the TELUS Convention Centre to clarify our contractual obligations with regard to having the banquet catered by the Marriot in Hall E.

ii. If we are obligated to have the banquet in Hall E hosted by the Marriot, then the Conference Committee will find a way to maximize banquet earnings by making it a socially interesting event.

iii. If we are not obligated to have the banquet in Hall E hosted by the Marriot, then the Conference Committee will explore lower cost options such as the Red and White Club, Arts Centre, a large restaurant downtown, or the MacLeod room at the TELUS Convention Centre.

iv. The Conference Committee will make this decision in consultation with M. Kischuk.

e. The Conference Committee will determine where to place the Awards Ceremony in the conference program; perhaps at the beginning of one of the Keynote Addresses or Plenary Sessions.

f. A President’s Reception will be held to thank sponsors.

g. Consideration will be given to holding a Wine and Cheese at the TELUS World of Science.
h. Conference Fees will be decided when conference costs are more accurately determined. Consideration was given to raising fees by $50, which will make the Extra Early Bird rate $200 (available until June 30, 2008), the Early Bird rate $250 (available until September 30, 2008), and the full rate $300. When conference rates are finalized, a bulk mail will be sent out to all members, and the information will be posted to the Conference 2008 website.
13. Conference 2009 (E. Leong)

a. Sean Marchetto, Science Specialist for Calgary Catholic, has volunteered as Conference Co-director for 2009.

14. Publicity/ marketing (M. Kischuk / C. Yoshida)

a. We are looking at ways to improve the presence of Science Council at public venues such as:
i. Beginning Teacher’s Conference

ii. Edmonton Biology/Chemistry Regional

iii. Edmonton Physics

iv. SMESA

v. U of C Education Students Mini-Conference

vi. ATA Student Locals

vii. Other events

b. It is important for directors to be mindful of this, and get involved where possible.
c. Council will financially support any executive members who go out and present at these type of events (communicate intentions with C. Yoshida and M. Kischuk first).

15. EPCOR’s website (C. Yoshida)

a. Refer to email circulated from Robyn Schommer – send any ideas for supporting websites directly to Robyn Schommer.

b. Wade has already provided information to Robyn Schommer at EPCOR about LearnAlberta, How Stuff Works, and Crocodile Science.

16. Operation Beijing Breeze (C. Yoshida)

a. Refer to email circulated from Bruce Deacon: information, handouts and web-based assignments will be available that explain the science involved in ensuring peak athletic performance at the Olympics. Colleen will share the email address when it is available.
17. Roadshow update/plans (C. Yoshida)

a. Ensure any presentations we make do NOT coincide with Diploma Exam marking periods.
b. We will advertise that we have a team of practicing teachers ready to support science teachers by sharing their expertise and experience. Will ask practicing teachers to submit requests to Science Council outlining topics on which they would like to be inserviced, whether they require a whole or half day inservice, and what topic they would like presented. Requests will be sorted and prioritized by Executive, with the aim of providing two inservices during the 2007-2008 school year. Inservices will focus on

i. providing resources and teaching tips

ii. providing support for teachers who lack a professional colleague in their school with whom they can discuss subject area or science education concerns
iii. in-class support and teaching tips; perhaps team-teaching a lesson
iv. inservices may couple professional assistance with a social event (such as a meal)
c. We will consider inviting members of the Regional Consortia, Science Alberta Foundation (and/or other relevant organizations), and other teachers to help out, where their area of expertise will improve the presentation.

d. We will follow the format used for planning, setup, and advertising that the association already uses for workshops and presentations they deliver to members.

e. Potential presentation topics include (will be advertised in the ATA News and as a mailout to ATA Staff Reps):

i. Biology 20-30

ii. Using discrepant events to help engage students in the science classroom

iii. Division II

iv. Using technology in the classroom

v. Vertical integration of concepts

vi. Inquiry-based learning

vii. How to carry out experiments

viii. Science 8 and 9

ix. Articulation of Jr. High Science and High School Science
x. Materials for running an elementary science program

xi. Demos

xii. If you require a topic not listed above, please email us with your request and we’ll see what we can put together.

Moved by Kevin Joncas, second E. Noriega, that SC Executive authorize council to make a donation of $200 to the charity of Mike’s choice in memory of his son. Carried. Mike chose STARS Air Ambulance for the donation.
Next meeting April 26, 2008, in Red Deer (likely at Red Deer Lodge)
Adjourned 13:45
