Ata Science Council Executive Meeting
07 09 29
Edmonton
In Attendance:
Colleen Yoshida

Kevin Klemmer

Gil Vas

Karen Atkinson

Cliff Sosnoski

Andi-Lynn Bender

Mike Kischuk

Wade Strauss

Myrna Foxcroft

Kevin Joncas

Dennis Oppelt

Call to Order at 09:32

1. Agenda Moved by K. Klemmer, seconded by A. Bender

2. Minutes moved by M. Foxcroft, seconded by K. Klemmer

 
Business arising: #4 C. Yoshida sent an email to techs and has had 
no reply. #13 Committee did not form or meet yet.

3. Reports


E. Noriega: Curriculum work for AB Ed; CBE web banks for science 


being created


K. Klemmer:learning about new Chem 20 and 30 curriculum; D2L 


integration in the science classroom

C. Sosnoski: wrote 875 questions for Physics test bank; will be 


involved with elementary texts


M. Foxcroft: found conference speakers; development of materials 


for Bio 20/30 /IB; 

4. Conference 2007
G. Vas reported


Reviewed executive work schedule and accommodations.


Detailed some tasks – student helpers; IT; van drivers
Moved M. Foxcroft, seconded by K. Atkinson that council will cover extra accommodation costs for conference if conference makes money.

Rationale – She had to option regarding sharing a room.

Carried
M. Kischuk noted that the problem could be sold=ved by executive motion after the conference.

Motion was rescinded.
K. Joncas asked for names if a sub was to be paid. C. Yoshida was writing letters for release.

Discussion of succession plans.

5. Science conference science leaders pre-day


No forum for discussion by ‘science leaders’

Being planned by Boards?


Need a ATASC rep to attend?


Has no effect on ATASC at all

6. Updates:


Free Specialist Council Memberships


A reality.


General discussion regarding allocation of money from fees, effect 
on budget, printing costs, etc.


Constitution


Changes to classes of membership in the ATA have been included 
in the constitution. Also the new procedure whereby the Provincial 
Association has the authority to intervene if there are problems and 
replace elected officials with a trustee.


Membership status changes some of our procedures. The issue of 
subscriptions is one.

Moved E. Noriega; seconded K. Klemmer

That service provided through subscription service will be publications and access to the conference.

Carried
7. Budget

K. Joncas reported.


T-bill account at about $150 000

Conference
$60 000


General discussion.

A. Bender raised an issue regarding compensation for accommodation at summer conference.

Moved A. Bender; seconded K. Atkinson

That council cover the extra costs of accommodation for summer conference ($347.84).

Carried 
Moved M. Kischuk; seconded E. Noriega

That students helping at conference will be provided a free student membership for ATASC if they choose.

Carried
Moved E. Leong; seconded M. Foxcroft

That $5000 be taken from equity to be placed in council executive account to be used for start-up by new regionals in the 2007-08 year.

Discussion – monies are in place by current procedure ($50 + $5/member); budget concerns; thoughts that it should be considered in the overall look at spending money (later in agenda)

Defeated

Lunch 11:55 – 12:40

Budget discussion continued

Moved D. Oppelt; seconded K. Atkinson

That $350 be added to the Projects line in the budget to cover overrun on PD for Cross-Canada Science Council.

Carried

Moved K. Atkinson; seconded K. Joncas

That the budget be accepted as amended

Carried

8. Conference E. Leong reported that conference 2007 is all set.
Discussion on conference 2008:


Theme set; no ‘attached’ accommodation; Telus Ctre in Calgary; potential for bus passes.


How many days? 3 – discussion.


General discussion on topics for sessions, possible activities, keynotes.


A problem – the current assistant conference director is not willing to do the next year’s conference as director. Will be dealt with.

9. Conference 2009


C. Yoshida provided information from a group (Helms Briscoe) which gave an overview of sites, rates, etc. Discussion – need more info about this group to see if info is valid.

10. TNET


W. Strass reported.


Password issues; access issues; details on new hosted website for ATASC; moving OWL; past issues of publications online.


M. Kischuk commended Wade for the work on the site.


General discussion: bulk email to members?; student access?; conference registration?
11. Newsletter


A. Bender reported: online version will be done.


Suggestion that this one be paper with notification of change.


Still need paper for some subscribers.


Potential for the Journal to follow suit?


Need to track and decide print vs electronic.

12. Beginning Teachers’ Conference


D. Oppelt and E. Leong reported that all went well.


Pamphlet changes needed. 

13. Lab Tech Website

Moved D. Oppelt; seconded M. Kischuk

That notification be sent to the lab tech group that they will need a new host for their website

Carried

14. NSC


D. Oppelt reported: $500 seed money not given; needs PEC approval; Quebec not on board

15. Nominations


General discussion regarding new people, open positions, need for nominations. Concern regarding the intent of a post-secondary representative and how the position is to be filled.

16. Awaqrds update

C. Yoshida reported: Names in for ‘Outstanding Teacher’, but not for ‘Distinguished Service’.

17. Spending Future (C. Yoshida)


Given that a large surplus exists, ATASC is planning to spend money. Ideas are required about this plan.


General discussion produced a list of ideas to bring to AGM. Intent is to have members approve a plan of some sort and for the expenditure to take place over a long time, using funds for the benefit of all members.


Key items – do not spend extra on things we are already doing; benefit should be global; create a ‘product’; ensure members are aware

Moved M. Kischuk; seconded K. Atkinson

That ATASC executive present a plan to the AGM for expenditure of 

$15 000 to support teachers.

Carried

Moved M. Kischuk; seconded K. Atkinson

That ATASC undertake research overthis coming year to ensure that expenditures be in line with wishes/needs of members.

Carried

18. Other


C. Yoshida reported a request from a member for budgeted PD 

funds to be given as cash. This is not allowed.


D. Oppelt reported that tech materials are needing a storage 
location. E. Leong offered a one-year spot at his school.


(also – handbook is a work in progress)


K. Klemmer reported a contest announcement he received this 
week.

Adjournment 15:00
