ATASC 
Executive Meeting 

07-05-26 
Edmonton
In attendance:

Corey Karvonen-Lee
Erick Noriega
Dennis Oppelt

Mike Kischuk


Rachel Toews
Caroline Nixon
‘

Karen Atkinson

Kevin Klemmer
Wade Strass


Colleen Yoshida

Ed Leong

Cliff Sosnoski

Andi-Lynn Bender

Guest: Vic Romanyshyn (Alberta Education)

Call to order 09:35

1.
Agenda adopted
(moved by K. Klemmer, second
C. Karvonen-Lee)

2.
Minutes accepted (moved E. Noriega, second K. Klemmer)

3.
Reports


C. Sosnoski: test bank work; HYRS application adjudication


D. Oppelt: 
tech stuff, handbook revisions; HYRS adjudication

W. Strass: 
updates to website (ready to migrate to TNET)


A. Bender: 
newsletter coming out; needs more input from council; 



her conference info in newsletter


E. Noriega:
elementary curriculum work


C. Karvonen-Lee:
promotion of ATASC; seeking speakers


C. Nixon:
money available for senior high implementation; 




elementary work continues (reducing content)


K. Klemmer:
Test bank work; newletter articles; looking at national 



exams


R. Toews:
HYRS adjudication; diploma marking in April; trying to 



start an environmental leadership program at school

E. Leong:
work on conference

4.
Safety document / email concerns


Vic Romanyshyn fromAB Ed spoke. He was invited to attend this meeting after an email was received from Rebeccah Michaels, secretary of “Science Technologists of Alberta Schools” (STAS), in which she listed areas fo concern with dangerous materials in the new texts. Discussion raised many key points:


- Safety in the Science Classroom document written as a guide


- the review of the McGraw-Hill Ryerson text was done formally (Ms Michaels asked to do it). Not clear as to motive for Nelson review.’


- concern over how this information was distributed and why


- concerns over basic methods used


- some of the ideas in the email are accurate, some may be borderline (depend on time of use)


- the email / letter with negative comments is not an education document (formatting is misleading to say the least)


- we can respect the information but question its collecttion and distribution


- safety is a serious, practical concern – should be training available


- appears that ATASC resources were not used for this


- employer has a responsibility to ensure employees have appropriate training


- ATASC must respond to this (a measured, tempered response; vetted; not public)


Moved by C. Karvonen –Lee, second E. Leong That ATASC president contact the president of the Science Technologists of Alberta Schools to determine whether they gave authority to Ms. Michaels to conduct the review and to express concerns over the methodology of distribution of the document. Carried unanimously.


Moved  by E. Leong, second C. Karvonen-Lee that ATASC authourize table officers to formulate a measured response to the issue regarding safety (STAS document). Carried
5.
ARA update (M. Kischuk)


Resolution regarding specialist council memberships passed. Each teacher will receive membership in a council as part of their fees for ATA. Protocol not yet in place to make it happen. No idea how things will finally work through. Issues of publication costs, mailing, conference size, ets. Were discussed.

Moved  by C. Yoshida, second C. Karvonen-Lee, that the next newsletter go out in August.

Discussion – timeline not yet set for ATA resolution; editor working over the summer; does not help with the basic problem.


Motion withdrawn.
Aside:
Summer Conference – C. Yoshida cannot attend. Need someone to go.

7.
Exec info for conference 2007 – sheet for hotel rooms, chores, availability. Any problems? Contact G. Vas or K. Joncas.



Moved by C. Yoshida, second C. Karvonen-Lee that the cost for the president’s room art conference be paid by Council.


Discussion was mostly negative. Conference budget can do this. No history. Penny-pinching.



Defeated.

Lunch break

Reconvened at 12:32

6.
Conference 2007 (E. Leong)


provided speaker lists to date


issue of ‘intelligent design’ discussed. Speaker will be rejected or may sit on a panel for debate.


Discussed treating presenters well – honoraria. Expenses are not paid.

What kind of speakers? Cutting edge new stuff? Use it now classroom stuff? Seems to be a need for both.

8.
Conference 2008 (E. Leong)


may have an assistant director soon


discussed having a ‘preferred’ hotel in Calgary – too expensive


any possibility of social events?


Off-site stuff?


Networking sessions?


Bring ideas to next meeting

9.
Elections


Open positions:
President Elect





Secretary





Treasurer





Elementary Director





Division 4 (Science) Director





Physics Director





Post-secondary rep


A number of people indicated they would run again.


C. Yoshida suggested those marking diplomas could seek people there.

10.
TNET
(W. Strass)


transfer of site is imminent


info pages going first


discussion about conference registrations, URL, redirecting, possibility of making ‘Safety in the Science Classroom’ available online.

11.
Iron Science Teacher (C. Yoshida)


contact S. Robinson if interested in serving on Iron Teacher group


Scinnovation handout. Showed some practical materials for teachers. Seeking more ideas (needs to be cheap and easy).

Another project – windmills in schoolyards

12.
Budget Update (K. Joncas


Does not yet include money from conference 2006, so total assets/equity will be close to $175 000.


Dicussed issue of timelines. Budget done at AGM in November. Fiscal year is July 1 to June 30.

13.
Money-spending


M. Kischuk spoke regarding the wisdom of retaining a reasonable reserve and using the rest of the money over a long period of time through a variety of projects to return value to our members. If Council loses money at some point in the future, it will be covered by ATA and all will go on (probably under scrutiny).


Discussion about ensuring conference start-up funds, history of reserves, executive costs.


Lots of ideas for spending – regionals; exec PD (not a go); physical resources; money to new teachers; PD events; safety; grants for research


Moved by M. Kischuk, second C. Yoshida, that Science Council, for planning purposes, aim to set a reserve as 100% of operating budget plus $25 000 for any given year.


Moved K. Joncas, second E. Noriega, an amendment to have the reserve set as 150% of operating budget.


Amendment carried. Motion carried.

Moved  by M. Kischuk, seconded K. Atkinson, that ATASC set up a committee to come up with a plan for use of excess money over a long-term.


Carried.


Survey could be done


Committee will consist of 7 or more members of executive. Initial discussions to be electronic.


Options will be provided at AGM

14.
Cross-Canada scince group (D. Oppelt)


will attend meeting in the fall

most other provinces have provided the $500 ‘seed money’


letter has been drafted to clarify the purpose of the organization

15
Other


a)
E. Noriega



After conference 2006, M. McDougall had said she would write letter for the volunteers. This has not been done.



C. Yoshida accepts responsibility to write these letters and send them to Mr. Noriega for distribution.


b)
M. Kischuk



Last week in Rocky View discussions centered on 3% increases to education funding. They are looking at a virtual reduction of up to 10% with such minimal grant increases. They are predicting reductions of staff, programs, increased class sizes. If you have similer stories from your areas, send them to Mr. Kischuk.


c) 
A. Bender



The conference she attended ended up not costing anything (admin at her school arranged it) so Council does not have to pay anything.


d)
E. Leong



Get speakers for conference!


e)
D. Oppelt



suggested a letter be sent to Mr, Romanyshyn to thank him for being here today.


f)
Summer conference – several wish to attend



will try to send more than allotment

Next meeting September 29, 2007, in Edmonton

Adjourned 14:25
