ATA Science Council Executive 
06 05 27
Edmonton

In attendance:

Dennis Oppelt

Colleen Yoshida

Wytze Brouwer

Mike Kischuk

Erick Noriega

Ed Leong

Karen Atkinson

Cliff Sosnowski

Rachel Toews

Kevin Klemmer

Wade Strass

Call to order at 09:30

1.
Agenda: item 14 moved to after item 8. Amended agenda 
moved by C. Yoshida, seconded by R. Toews. Approved.

2.
Minutes moved by W. Brouwer, seconded by E. Noriega. 
Approved.

3.
Information items


D. Oppelt reported on the following:


- Calgary Elementary Regional is defunct. Steps will be taken to 
properly render it dissolved. Executive will follow through next 
meeting. The $575 in the regional account will be returned to 
ATASC.


- Yearly report goes to Barnett House in July and will include 
information about the internal assessment, survey results, and a 
financial accounting.


- D. Oppelt will continue to be involved with the ATASC website 
after his term as President ends in November.

- Information is coming from science technicians.


- XCAN – Group with the purported purpose of sharing and 
collaborating for the betterment of science education. D. Oppelt 
has had contact with them. They have concerns about funding. 
Have requested a copy of our publications. The list of groups 
currently receiving such will be checked first. Some concerns 
were raised over the benefits of affiliation with a national group. 

4.
Oral Reports

K. Klemmer – has been field testing for Alberta Education, 
working with Nelson on teacher resource materials and editing. 
He commented on the potential with 2 publishing companies 
competing for market share when new curriculum comes into 
effect.


R. Toews – Had a call from Canadian Press about ‘intelligent 
design’ in the classroom. The Calgary Biology Regional held a 
workshop – 4 teachers came. She has been involved with an 
advisory committee for Alberta Education. Has contacted 2 
biology speakers for conference 2006.


E. Noriega – has experienced difficulty in getting presenters for 
conference – problems with cost. No indication yet of start for 
Alberta Education committee on elementary science.

D. Oppelt – attended PDAC. Has been involved with the 
Chemistry 30 advisory committee.


E. Leong – Attended ARA. Has been involved with adjudication of 
applications for Canadian Space Agency Project Mars. Spoke to 
year one students at U of Calgary. Has a list of students who 
may be interested in helping with conference 2006.


C. Yoshida – Field test for Biology 30 text (McGraw-Hill, 
Ryerson). Had a positive view of the new Science 20/30 text put 
out by Alberta Education. Was contacted by someone in the 
southern US regarding ‘intelligent design’. Was contacted by CBC 
to be involved with ‘Greatest Canadian Invention’ program. 
Some discussion arose regarding ‘national’ exams / contest, new 
texts.E. Leong asked about advocating the Alberta government 
to fund resources. M. Kischuk reminded the group of standard 
protocol and offered the advice to remember the ‘big picture’. 
There are also other areas in need of funding (class size, other 
curriculum changes, etc).

5.
Treasurer’s report

In the absence of K. Joncas, the spreadsheet information was 
presented by D. Oppelt. M. Kischuk noted that this was a very 
positive report with Council accounts being quite healthy.


E. Leong questioned publishing costs. M. Kischuk indicated some 
one-time problems with publications this year that should not 
recur.

6. 
Conference 2006

In the absence of Mary McDougall and Barb Borchert, the written 
report was read and issues for discussion were raised. These 
included:

· executive personal information to be included in the program booklet will include the same data as printed in the newsletter with the addition of school jurisdiction.
· Concerns about trying to get presenters. June is extremely busy for all teachers. Summer is basically not an option. September is too late. 

· Registration problems. Some difficulty with on-line process? Need for mail-in registration?

· Problems with ‘incentive’ for presenters? Questions regarding who is already signed up (to avoid duplication of effort).

· Possibility of money incentives for expenses of speakers?

Much discussion of these issues resulted in the following motion:

Moved by M. Kischuk, seconded by C. Sosnowski, that ATASC executive authorize table officers to consult with Conference 2006 Directors to develop an incentive plan to encourage speaker participation (to a maximum of $10 000). Carried.
C. Yoshida noted that all of the Council needs to support the Conference group and provide assistance.
Advertising and registration were also addressed.

Moved by K. Klemmer, seconded by C. Sosnowski, that a mailout will be done to all ATASC members including a black-and-white poster and a registrations form for Conference 2006.If it cannot be included in the upcoming publications mailing, then a separate mailing will be done.

Carried.
14.
Journal

As a follow-up from last meeting discussion centered around the 
purpose of the journal and the focus of its articles. Consensus 
was reached regarding the following:
· The journal is an excellent publication

· There is a need for some focus on issues related to practicing teachers

· The possibility exists to promote upcoming themes and solicit submissions for upcoming editions

· Promotion of the journal content can go on the website

· Problems exist if changes are considered in format or combining publications

Lunch 11:45
Reconvened at 12:35

7.
Conference 2007

Written report was accepted. K. Klemmer noted the minimal 
increase to room rates. The question of alternate locations arose. 
There are very few (if any) locations in Edmonton that compare 
favourably in terms of availability, space, and cost. Thanks were 
extended to G. Vas for her work. M. Kischuk noted the 
involvement of 2 new folks – Debbie and Charlie Gargus.

8.
Conference 2008

A summary of data for Coast Plaza Conference Centre in Calgary 
was presented. Issues regarding alternate sites were raised. M. 
Kischuk will ask C. Moir about any info or sources of info on 
other sites. It would be best to have information on the other 
locations in the same format as the submitted report for ease of 
comparison.

9.
Moved by C. Yoshida, seconded by K. Klemmer that ATASC 
executive authorize a payment of $5000 to G. Vas for necessary 
advance payments for Conference 2007. Carried
10.
D. Oppelt indicated a cost item regarding PD for his term as 
President. His expenses for the current year exceeded the 
$1000, but he had not used any last year. He sought a means of 
covering the expenditure from the budget.

Moved by C. Sosnowski, seconded by C. Yoshida, that The 
President’s PD overage for this year be covered by funds taken 
from the Special Projects section of the budget. Carried
11.
Moved by D. Oppelt, seconded by M. Kischuk that Section 3.5.5 
of the handbook be amended by adding “ In the case of retired 
teachers, the honorarium may be used for non-PD purposes and 
must be reported by the treasurer to Barnett House as a cash 
honorarium. Carried
12.
Awards


Currently have one nomination for outstanding service. Still 
seeking nominations for distinguished teaching. There are also 
potential awards as ‘certificates of achievement’.


A committee will review nominations – C. Yoshida, C. Sosnowski, 
K. Atkinson.

13. 
Nominations for Council positions

Currently have one person seeking position of secretary. 
Newsletter Editor position is open. Need someone.

15.
Executive expectations

- submit articles to the newsletter / journal


- find presenters for conferences

16.
Other


- changes made to TASC pamphlet


- stationery available


- regionals: Calgary Biology Regional does not exist. Steps will 
be taken to dissolve it and recoup funds.


- need to encourage resource sharing on website


- TNET should be functional for individual members by August 
2006. There will be personal passwords. Question as to how this 
affects ATASC site. Possibilities include switching to TNET (lose 
full functionality of current site), linking to TNET (issues of 
protection of information), identifying the ATASC site address on 
TNET.

Next Meeting 06 09 09 in Calgary

Adjournment at 13:30
