ATA Science Council Minutes- October 2, 2004

1. Called to order 10:18 – E Leong.

Attending:

Ed Leong

Cecille Krammer

Frank Bruseker

Corey Karvonen-Lee

Stella Shrum

Rick Mrazek

Cliff Sosnoski

Derek Collins

Kevin Klemmer

Kevin Joncas

Erin Houston

Gillian Vas

Colleen Yoshida

Joy Harrison

Mike Kischuk

Dennis Oppelt

Myrna Loewen

Not attending:
Wytze Brouwer
Karen Shevy
2. Agenda - #12 should be Ed, not Dennis.

#5 – verbal reports will be added to written reports

#15 is changed to meeting dates (D. Oppelt) and #16 will be adjournment.

New agenda approved.

3. Minutes from last meeting- We are hoping to have minutes and action plans out by next week.  Discussion about whether or not to have minutes out just prior or just after meetings.  

Moved by K. Klemmer – “Executive request that within nine days following any meeting, minutes should be sent to all members.”  Carried.

4. Business arising from minutes – Motion by J. Harrison. to accept minutes.  Seconded by R.  Mrazek.  Carried.

D. Collins asked about Occupational Health and Safety – M. Kischuk talked about a session he is developing for the conference, and a monograph to come out concurrently.  S. Shrum talked about a safety resource that is coming  from AB learning.. C. Sosnoski talked about the need to write letters about any concerns you have. This protects you legally.  M. Kischuk said that member services can help with letters. OHS is more to deal with teacher safety concerns.  E. Leong talked about the necessity of teachers to take part in the consultation process in regard to the AB learning presentations.

5. Written reports handed in by D. Collins, S. Shrum, G. Vas, C. Karvonen-Lee and M. Loewen.   Verbal reports: 

                    reports by email were sent out by: Dennis Oppelt

a. E. Leong

b. C. Krammer

c. F. Bruseker

d. S. Shrum added to her written report that she is moving into a new position at AB learning – there will be a new person named to the position in the next month or two.  

e. R. Mrazek – discussed some new opportunities that might be coming to council.  He is trying to revive the southwest regional.  Keith Rosco has put his name in for post secondary rep. to replace Rick.  

f. C. Sosnoski – has been busy writing the new Science 20 textbook.  Currently preparing for a class of 61 (after school!)  (Science 25 – Forensic Science) 

g. C. Yoshida – talked about sharing stuff for bio 20 and 30 across the province.  E. Leong asked her to provide a copy of the disk to D. Collins.

h. J. Harrison talked about HYRS and having strong students apply to the program as it is a wonderful opportunity.  HYRS is also looking for a new science council representative.  She is also hosting a forensics workshop on October 22nd at her school by Merlan.  (No registration fee)  D. Oppelt put it on the website.

6. Publications issues – D. Collins  

a. The concept of having a conference publication would not provide for any cost savings.  We will be sending them out in regular format.  E. Leong stated it is crucial that articles be sent to D. Collins so that he can send the newsletter out by Monday.

b. If you want to have more than your name and ATASC email address on the back of the newsletter, please let D. Collins know. 

7. TNET – Teacher network – D. Oppelt - Barnett house trying to find out what teachers need regarding technology.  Moving quite quickly, but very little information right now.  

8. Conference 2004 – K. Klemmer and E. Houston  

Delegate numbers are lower than they should be.  E. Leong expressed a need from conference group to have more support in order to have a successful, well attended conference.

E. Houston – Thursday – registration 5:00 – 10:00 PM - Be in Banff by 5:00 on Thursday if possible.  Inside Education (formerly FEESA) - session on Thursday for teachers. Meal tickets will be sold Thursday night and Friday morning only (at the registration table).  Tickets will not be available just for the hypnotist; you have to be at the meal.  Coffee breaks were limited to afternoons.  Good selection of speakers. Many complaints about the contract form.

D. Collins asked if executive have to register on-line.  K. Joncas said yes- and fill in the normal cost numbers –will zero them out later.

J. Harrison asked if prizes need to be collected by council executive for draws. – No. 

C. Krammer talked to the librarian at the Faculté St Jean about putting together a package of materials for French teachers to browse through.  The Faculté can only pay $100 for her to go.  She would like science council to contribute to the costs.  M. Kischuk: nott likely to happen for 2004 conference, but we can work towards 2005.  E. Leong talked about approaching the French language publishers to financially support an endeavor like this.  

C. Sosnoski asked why the University people don’t want to speak at conference.  RMrazek talked about the difference between teacher and university professors.  Public education is not part of their mandate -R research for them, not education or professional development.  A lot of work for very minimal compensation.

E. Houston talked about the schedule – divisions are each scheduled into separate buildings.  Fire regulations must be adhered to strictly.  Student volunteers will host sessions and deliver thank-yous and renumeration.

 Conference budget – discussed conference delegate numbers – we need to increase.  Teachers across the province don’t want to give up their long weekend.  (many districts have given the Friday off)


Sponsorship was strong this year.

E. Leong gave a lunch assignment – brainstorm:  how can we get our delegate numbers up?

LUNCH

K. Klemmer - 
Volunteers – from universities across the province – now have 26 – need to recruit some more.  (target is 70)

AV – the Banff center won’t allow us to move AV equipment ourselves.  We have to pay their tech to do so. (We will most likely be going with Apex as a result of this)

Conference bags will be packed at E. Leong’s school, and stored until moved to Banff.

Booklet – will be finished over the next week.  It will go to press by Oct 19th
Executive jobs – People are doing 9 ½ - 11 ½ hours of service over the weekend.  If changes need to be made, talk to someone else to make a switch.  

Action plan for increasing delegate numbers – 

C. Karvonen-Lee – target Southern Alberta – pick up the phone and email…

E. Houston – Division office sends out all the ATA stuff to the teachers

D. Oppelt - tried to send a bulk mail out to all members… over 500 bounced due to a corruption in the file.  

C. Yoshida will be talking to the Lakeland area teachers at institute day.

E. Leong - having the conference pushed hard among Calgary districts (curriculum leaders).

K.  Klemmer said that if you want extra posters, he has a whole bunch in his car right now.

E. Houston asked if it would help if we extend the deadline by 2 more weeks. Proposed a buy 4 get one free idea.

D. Collins said that some districts would send more people if we have a lower price.

C. Sosnoski reminded us of a previous deadline fiasco, but he did like the 4 for 5 idea.   

K. Joncas talked about needing to access people who aren’t on our database.

S. Shrum will put the conference in the Connection newsletter.

9. Upcoming conference dates and sites:  

a. The ATA sets it out for us for the next 10 years.  C. Sosnoski would like to see Calgary as a location for 2006 to lure the Calgary people out.  D. Oppelt would like to look into a date change to avoid long weekend.   G. Vas volunteered to be conference director 2006 if required.  Discussion tabled to the meeting after the AGM.   E. Leong asks that members look into conference information for sites in their areas.  

b. E. Houston said that we need to make the conference director’s job more attractive.  The compensation for the amount of work done is not attractive enough.   Gillian agreed – adding that she spent 6 hours a day doing conference stuff for the three months before the conference.  (good for a retired teacher to be recruited)  Cliff asked what needs to be done to make it more attractive – Erin talked about making it easier – there’s no need to reinvent the wheel.  Kevin J talked about the value of having someone like Gillian on board who can take part of the load off the directors (the repetitive stuff).  

c. Moved by M. Kischuk; seconded by D. Collins that a sub-committee of 5-6 members be set  to explore the position of conference directors. Carried.  

‘volunteers’ – G. Vas, E. Houston, K. Joncas, K. Klemmer, D. Oppelt

10. Financial Statement 

a. About where we planned to be.  At this rate, we won’t be losing any more equity.

b. M. Kischuk discussed journal and newsletter printing and mailing costs. Could decrease costs using joint mailings.  $3000 for the journal, $2400 for two joint mailings + 1 individual mailings at $1600.   Four issues of the newsletter is $2800 for setup costs and postage is $5600.   That totals to $15,400 for the budget line.

c. C. Sosnoski asked why we put an income of $10 000 in the “other” line – this is from conference repaying advances. He said we shouldn’t have it in the budget.

d. Publications were discussed.

e. Moved by C. Yoshida; seconded by C. Krammer, that the budget be accepted as opposed.   Voted against by J. Harrison, K. Klemmer, and J. Harrison.  Carried.

11. (and 12) Elections – 

a. Nominations have been received for K. Klemmer as Chemistry director, Rachel Toews as biology director, Wade Strass as Tech Directory, C. Karvonen-Lee  as Div III director, and Keith Rosco as Post Secondary Rep and C. Yoshida as President Elect.   

b. Moved by D. Oppelt, seconded by M. Loewen to accept K.Rosco as Post Secondary Rep. Carried.

c. Moved by D. Oppelt, seconded by C. Yoshida to accept C. Karvonen-Lee as Div III director by acclamation. Carried

d. Moved by C. Krammer, seconded by J. Harrison to accept C. Yoshida as President elect.  Carried.

e. Moved by ___, seconded by M. Loewen, to accept W. Strass as Technology director. Carried

f. Moved by C. Yoshida, seconded by M. Loewen,  to accept R. Toews as Biology director.  Carried.

g. Moved by D. Collins, seconded by J. Harrison, to accept K Klemmer as Chemistry Director.  Carried.

h. Motion from last meeting regarding the fusion of div 1 and div 2 directors was discussed, to be brought to the AGM.  This will not take effect until 2005-2006.  

13. Technicians discussion to be tabled to next meeting.

14. AGM – proposal for E. Leong to contact K. Shevy – will email plans for AGM within the next two weeks.

15. Meeting dates:  Next meeting to take place March 5th in Red Deer at the Red Deer Lodge.  (new and old executive will meet there)

16. Adjournment – 3:18.  Moved by C. Krammer, seconded by M. Loewen.

