ATA Science Council 

Executive Meeting 04 03 20

Red Deer Lodge

1. Meeting came to order at 09:04.

Introductions were made.

In Attendance:

Ed Leong

Dennis Oppelt


Gillian Vas

Kevin Klemmer
Cecille Krammer

Mike Kischuk

Kevin Joncas

Frank Bruseker

Karen Shevy

Corey Karvonen-Lee






Cliff Sosnoski (09:10)

Erin Houston (09:32)

2. Moved by F. Bruseker, seconded by C. Krammer that the agenda be approved.

Carried.

3. Moved by C. Krammer, seconded by G. Vas that the minutes from November 2003 meeting be accepted.

Carried.

4. Moved by K.Klemmer, seconded by K. Joncas that Karen Shevy be appointed to the position of Secretary for the Science Council. This appointment will be effective immediately and end at the completion of Conference 2005.

Carried.

5. Discussion centered on Nora MacGregor’s resignation and her new job in Pakistan.

Moved by C Karvonen-Lee, seconded by C. Krammer, that Science Council authorize expenditure of $100 for an engraved watch to be presented to Nora MacGregor in appreciation of her service to Science Council.

Carried.

G. Vas to arrange presentation.

6. Reports

a) Written reports were received.
b) E. Leong presented a verbal report as President.

c) F. Bruseker spoke to provincial ATA issues. Discussion regarding 2-part diploma exams. D. Oppelt agreed to draft a letter to clarify Council positions on the exams, the removal of ATA people from Test Review Committee, TRC procedures, exam release, PAT’s. A draft will go to executive by April 9, then to Provincial Executive Council via M. Kischuk.

d) C. Krammer offered a verbal report. 

e) C. Sosnoski reported about curriculum / exams.

f) A question from D Collins was relayed through E. Leong regarding puzzles in the newsletter.

Moved by F. Bruseker, seconded by C. Karvonen-Lee, that Executive authorize D. Collins to proceed with the puzzles and prizes for newsletters provided it does not breach Council guidelines.

Carried.

g) K. Joncas Provided a financial report. 

Discussion of moneys owed to ATA. ($1400 outstanding)

Discussion of money available for publications. (Science Teacher over budget)
C. Krammer asked if advertising could be considered to generate revenue. M. Kischuk advised that this was not currently allowed and any change would have to be presented to PEC.

Moved by C. Krammer, seconded by D. Oppelt, that the Executive direct the president to write a letter to PEC asking to change the by-laws to allow paid advertising in publications of Science Council.

Carried.

Discussion returned to solutions for the publications money problems. Electronic version vs print copy.

It was noted that the person responsible for the publications was not present to defend his position or offer ideas.

Moved by C. Sosnoski, seconded by K. Klemmer, that there be one more print edition of Cience Teacher this budget year to be released later in the spring. Alberta Science Education Journal will be issued in next budget year.
Carried.

Break 10:50 – 11:05

7. G. Vas reported on Conference 2003. Generally successful. The time available for displayers was noted. Small profit made. Problem with executive costs (later discussion item).

E. Leong expressed thanks for their work to G. Vas, K. Joncas, and all others associated with the conference, on behalf of science teachers.

8. Membership Database / website

C. Karvonen-Lee explained the low bid presented by J. Meadows and the projected costs for hosting. New system allows us to own the software.
C. Sosnoski questioned the budget line for website.

Explanations revolved around a future merging of website, member database, conference website, etc. to streamline operations and improve information for members.

Moved by C. Karvonen-Lee, seconded by C. Sosnoski, that Science Council accept he service contract negotiated by Corey Karvonen-Lee (Technology Director) and Jeff Meadows to develop membership database. The value of the contract is $2750 plus GST which includes development work.

Carried.

The issue of hosting was discussed.

Moved by C Karvonen-Lee, seconded by C. Sosnoski, that Science Council enter a contract with G4V for the remainder of this fiscal year and the next (2004/05 school year).

Carried.

General discussion about the website indicated future directions including a secure area for members, complete database online, registrations online, etc.

9. Conference 2005

Moved by K. Klemmer, seconded by C. Krammer, that executive appoint Gillian Vas as Co-Director for Conference 2005 (Nov 11-13, 2005 at Fantasyland Hotel, Edmonton).

Carried.

G. Vas reported the theme for the Conference will be “Science – A Centennial Celebration”.

C. Sosnoski mentioned that the next NASA mission control person is a Calgarian. Potential speaker.

Many contacts were discussed.

E. Leong noted that Science Alberta Foundation is intending celebration of one scientist per month in 2005. Conference directors working to build contacts with various groups.
Lunch

10. Conference 2004

E Houston provided a written update. Everything is in motion – seeking presenters, registrations, displayers, sponsors, etc.

Some discussion on need for carpets in Lazlo Funtek (cost item).

Student volunteers.

Transportation – ‘shuttle’ services.

E. Leong raised the issue of Executive expenses for the Conference. 

M. Kischuk offered some anecdotal information about other specialist councils. Support for executive costs ranged from nothing to everything. People who work the conference get compensation.

Moved by C. Sosnoski, secinded by C. Karvonen-Lee, that for Scince Conference 2004 Executive expenses should include accommodation package for Thursday, Friday and Saturday (if needed) at shared occupancy cost and that any extra expenses are borne by the member (excepting Conference Committee members who attend Wednesday night).

Carried.

Moved by C. Sosnoski, seconded by C. Karvonen-Lee, that executive travel expenses be based on shared travel for mileage only at a rate of 35 cents per kilometer or single travel at a rate of 30 cents per kilometer.
Lost.

Moved by E. Houston, seconded by C. Karvonen-Lee that executive travel expenses be based on shared travel for mileage only at a rate of 30 cents per kilometer or single travel at a rate of 25 cents per kilometer.

Carried.

Moved by C. Krammer, seconded by C. Karvonen-Lee that Science Conference 2004 registration costs be foregone for Science Council executive members.

Carried.

Discussion then centered on ‘working’ the conference. People needed for many tasks. All members are expected to contribute.

Previous difficulties about expenses for spouse/children were discussed. A decision was left to the Conference Committee to ensure that all expenses are paid up front in those circumstances. 

Questions about timelines were raised.

Moved by M. Kischuk, seconded by C. Sosnoski, that the Conference Directors examine moving the Annual General Meeting from Sunday morning to either Friday or Saturday at such a time as to allow more members to attend.

Carried.

11. Changes to Handbook.

E. Leong explained the need for some revisions to the handbook.  Nominations Committee, Responsibilities of the President, Awards Committee, Summer Conference, and Sponsors and Grants sections. 

Moved by C. Krammer, seconded by M. Kischuk, that the executive adopt the changes in bylaws in handbook  as presented during March 20, 2004 meeting.

Carried.

12. Nominations for Executive positions. 

D. Oppelt reported.  None so far. A Division II director is needed.

13. Nominations for Awards

E. Leong indicated the awards include “Outstanding Science Teacher”, “Outstanding Service”, and will be in the next print copy of Science Teacher in by September 2004.

Other Business

ARA – a rep from council can go – E. Leong expressed interst.

M. Kischuk noted that speaker honoraria must be reported on forms. 
Six years of audited financial statements must be on record.

G. Vas discussed PD. Tentative 3-year plan. District/school/individual.

Adjournment moved by C. Krammer and seconded by C. Karvonen-Lee.

14:59.

