ATA Science Council 

Meeting Minutes

Red Deer Lodge 9:00 A.M., October 19, 2002

Members in attendance: Sadie Bell, Colleen Yoshida, Marv Hackman, Margaret Ebbers, Kay Jauch, Erin Houston, Gillian Vas, Ed Leong, Stella Schraum, Shantelle Rowland, Christine Oviatt, Nora MacGregor, Frank Brueseker, Cliff Sosnowski, George Cormie, Wes Irwin, Joy Harrison

Call to order: 9:07 A.M.

1. Adoption of Minutes of June 8th meeting.

Questions – Kay – check pm agenda:

- Item 3 – selling list/database – strike from 

- Survey was going to be done through . . . (add “mail”).

Motion: (Nora) Accept the minutes of the June meeting with aforementioned changes.

Motion carried.

2. Conference 2002 Report – Ed Leong

-we can present Western Canadian Outstanding Bio Teacher at conference

-sign up for a session or two that you would like to attend and then you can introduce the speakers, also we need a host to control numbers at sessions

- need volunteers for shuttle service and registration desk

-  all executive need to sign up for at least four times at the registration desk

- Press Release to Banff newspaper - Nora

- Ed passed around sign-up sheet for volunteer roles at the conference

- currently, 850 paid registrants and 250 speakers, presenters, etc.

- highliting a few expense items – some sponsors have assisted with donations of equipment for the conference (e.g. – shuttle vans, AV equipment), 

- clarification about displays and sponsorship items

- at registration desk – George will do the power point updates and a short newsletter for conference registrants at conference

- in conjunction with the U of C – about 50 student volunteers to help with conference

- driver – most of shuttle service will be in the townsite, some limited travel to Calgary, pick-up times and locations will be well advertised

- Climate Change symposium offered by FEESA on Thursday afternoon for 100 teachers, there will be a few members of executive to work the registration desk

- if you need a letter to get release time from your board for Friday, Nora will give you one

- meal plans will be sold by Banff Centre for those who are staying off-site

- Ed is currently trying to get the difference in rates for rooms to bill executives, make cheque payable to Conference 2002

- registration desk – no folders, printing receipts, passing out name tag holders, go to a different table to get backpacks

- we need a sign that says “you must have a claim ticket to have a backpack”

- AV projectors – please keep an eye on them because they are on loan for the duration of the conference

- 5:15 – 6:15 – AGM on Saturday evening, followed by awards, then celebration

- bill sub costs to Kevin Joncas to alleviate confusion about billing

- Nora – expectation to be at President’s celebration on Saturday at 8:30 and the sponsorship dinner on Friday evening

- Gillian has obtained several prizes for social activities/scavenger hunts

- encourage participants to attend wellness activities 

George – Plaques and Trophies

-company in Leduc has been handling this

-George needs names for nametags and awards and will have them made before conference in November

-speakers can receive a desk clock for those who cannot receive honoraria

-George will take care of bringing the clocks, plaques, etc. to the conference

- logo should go to the Technology Director after George leaves council and should continue to go to Tech Directors

- Kay will call Lorraine Lastuka to see if she has the Science Council banner (last seen in Kananaskis)

3. Contract for 2002 – Dennis Chalifoux 

- has been paid from June to June and now, a number needs to be decided to pay Denis from last June to November

Motion: Nora moves to pay Denis $1900 to cover his services from June 2002 to November 30, 2002.

Seconded: Kay Jauch

Discussion – Ed asked about server services – to be discussed after the motion

Motion carried.

-Nora – server service needs to be contracted out and there needs to be a competition for this service

-George – company needs to be a limited company

-Marv – service provider needs to be secure

-Ed – point of information – Rick Mrazek that U of L could host our website, and, Dan Garvey has indicated that ATA could host the site somewhere down the line

-Marv and Frank – will be a review and plan over the next few years to examine technology plan at the ATA

4. Conference 2003 Report – Gillian Vas 

· codirector Erin Huston 

· registrar/technology – Jeff Meadows 

· conference booklet – Kevin Klemmer

- hotel is secured, will have a teachers’ night from 9 – midnite on the Friday evening at the Odyssium

-keynotes confirmed – Martin (adventure science), Dr. Hughes (asteroids and comets), John Johnson (bagpipe comedian), Derrick Stanbury (vertical climber) and trying to secure astronaut

-Ross Shepard high school will allow us access to 6 computer labs and cost will be for tech costs only

-Kevin Joncas will be co-director, Erin Houston and Kevin Klemmer will do Conference 2004 and will be assistant directors for 2003

-registrar fee will cover the cost of website as managed by Jeff Meadows

-Wes - registration form? will Jeff use current registration program for Conference 2003? -Nora – my understanding is that Jeff will use current information and system for this conference

-Kay – in the future, it would be a good idea to search for services for websites/services contracted out to obtain the best price

- Nora – note that, in the future, there will be an effort to find best economical service

-website will be up and running very soon for Conference 2003

5. Conference 2004

-Kevin and Erin are conference co-directors

-Ed – directors need to be able to look at different areas and then report back to executive after Conference 2002

-Nora - conference will be in November for the next ten years, so we will see how weather affects us

-Wes - we need to continue advance planning and we have a responsibility to choose where we will be next year; we should maybe set it out for the next five years to be able to get facilities

-Ed - availability of the facilities during Conference dates also plays a role in choosing the sites

-Nora - we could recommend that Conference 2004 be held at the Banff centre to ensure that we can get facilities

-George - good idea to plan in advance to be able to 

Motion: Kay - I move that we choose conference locations for the next five years.

Seconded: George.

Motion tabled for discussion.  Will be discussed after lunch.

6. List of speakers for regional workshops 

-Kay- we do not have a list, to his knowledge, of presenters; important issue now especially because of new curriculum implementation

-Nora will pass on information about upcoming sessions in northern regions

-names for presenting – George, Colleen

-charges (ie. Honoraria, plus expenses) for more than sub costs is an issue with many districts

-Stella - committee members or a list of willing presenters from Science Council would help with finding presenters/speakers

-Cliff – we need an awareness or idea of what is being requested, as he could find speakers to help if he knew what was needed

-Nora – will communicate information and ask directors for a list of potential speakers

7. APPEGA – attendance at Excellence in Education program

-meetings are usually during the day and 

-Cliff volunteered for attending meeting in Edmonton

8. ATA Fall Professional Development Area Conference 

- Ed to attend

-fall Treasurers and Editors meeting – information has been passed on to Kay and Kevin

9. Alberta’s Commission on Learning

-Nora to present in Lethbridge on Oct 16

-very important to have teachers online to complete the workbook

-document does not need to be completed in its entirety (takes about an hour if completed in full)

-important that the commission on learning needs to hear from teachers in Alberta

-Marv - filling out workbook – do not need to feel compelled to identify yourself as a teacher; do not fill it out as a school staff, fill it out as an individual; responses need to sound as personal as possible but there are some ideas on the website

-they use a 1-5 scale that is 1-strongly agree, 5-strongly disagree

10. Evolution for Science Teachers in Alberta

-what level of involvement do we wish?

-looking for teachers and locations in Edmonton and Calgary to include teachers

-we could send out an email to our membership

-Nora – will email them (Evolution for Science organizers) back and ask for dates/times of sessions and then send out this information to science teachers in Alberta

11. Grade 9 Science E-books

- Stella – learnalberta.ca site has the Grade 9 science textbooks, is a PDF file, to access it, your jurisdiction has to be given a password which will be passed on to teachers, parents, etc.

-password and this part of the site is free

-hotlinks to “learning objects” which are video clips, etc.

- Nora – will send email about E books to council executive

-exploration of where we can go with resources, not an intent to replace hard copy textbook

-Cliff - question – is it the intent of the government to move towards E books?  What affect will this have on the publishers?


- Stella: could be licensing fees, CDs, etc. and the publishers do see a future in using this application

12. Lifetime memberships – Kay

Motion: Nora - Move that Kay Jauch and George Cormie be honored with lifetime membership and conference fees for their contribution to Science Council and Science education in Alberta. 

Seconded: Wes Irwin

Motion carried.

-Wes – suggestion that next year Wytze be nominated for the Distinguished Service Citation

Motion: Kay - I move that we accept Derek Collins as our new editor to Science Council executive.

Seconded: Gillian

Motion carried.

Motion: George - I move that we accept Cory Lee as our new technology director to Science Council executive.

Seconded: Joy

Motion carried.

Other business:

Newsletter on the website – Kay

-able to include our newsletter on the website in PDF format

-Travis can start working with Kay to put the file into to proper format to put into 

-Kay will give back issues to Colleen to scan and put on the website

-Kevin will check with Brian Jordan to find information about recording depreciation for items such as computer equipment

-Science Teacher will be out shortly

13. Conference Locations

-discussions about future planning:

-historically, Calgary has not been included in the location consideration due to low attendance by Calgary teachers, also, Calgary is very expensive to book facilities

-why switch facilities for the sake of variety when conferences are well-attended at places like Banff?

-teachers will come to conferences for the quality of it, not always for location

Motion: Wes - I move that the recommended locations of Science Council Conference be the following locations in the following years:

2004 – Banff

2005 – Edmonton and Area

2006 – Banff

Seconded: Kay

Motion carried.

14. Discussion about Conference 2010 in cooperation with NSTA

-Wes – have the Conference 2010 in Calgary and organize the conference with NSTA

-Wes will pursue the idea with Mary McDougall and provide executive with some more information at the next meeting

15. 2002 Beginning Teacher’s Conference – Thank you to George and Ed for promoting Science education to the new teachers in Edmonton.

16. Invoice from Powell Jones from 2000 Legacy 

-Nora – provided paperwork for discussion (see attached documents)

-Marv – gave copy of bylaws and explained relevant information

-Kay – question for clarification – does this come out of a current contract with Powell?  Nora – not that she is aware of

-Marv – we were told that there were additional legacy items and that we would be told what these were, we need to examine how much has been paid thus far and what has been done on 

Motion:  Ed - I move that payment to Powell Jones be considered only after documentation in the form of a contract outlining the work to be completed for legacy is provided to the Executive Council by November 12, 2002.

Seconded: Shantelle

Motion carried.

-Cliff - what is legacy? Wes – if a conference makes a profit, Conference 2000 did, we would assist the conference to “live on” from the conference (mainly the contributions of the Nobel laureates to the country) so that students and teachers may have access to the information

-Marv – Conference 2000 committee was asked to provide a version of their budget based on registrations that they had received at that point; as registrations continued to come in, they were able to expend accordingly

-Nora - Kevin and Wes will find information about the budget line titled “scholarship approved by laureates”

-Kevin – will provide a copy of accounting information to council members

-Kay – documentation needs to be taken of this discussion, as it (receiving invoices/bills from Conf. 2000) continues to be a persistent issue; also, the issue of continuing to receive bills from Conference 2000 needs closure

-Wes may have given Frank “verbal permission” to administer scholarship fund – Wes will call Frank to provide some information about the scholarship monies to executive and will email us the results of the conversation

-Nora – will draft a letter to Conference 2000 representatives to inform them that the books have been closed and council is finished with legacy items and bills/invoices from Conference 2000

17. Awards

-trophies – see item 

-Rick Mrazek – Distinguished Service Award

-Natalie Deptuck – Outstanding Teacher Award

18. Budget for 2002/2003

-see attached document

-Wes – we need to send an invoice to Barnett House to show that we have paid Rick thus far, and then they will release the remainder of the grant to council

-Ed – Rick wanted to know about distribution of his curriculum document on a CD at conference

-Nora will check with Rick and find out about distribution of the document

-Kevin – can money from members’ equity be transferred and then considered income?

Motion: Nora - I move to pass the proposed budget as presented.

Seconded: Shantelle

Motion carried.

Motion: Ed - I move that the surplus from Conference 2001 be transferred to our general account to cover the outstanding balance in the Grant account in the amount of $6777.48.

Seconded: Colleen

Motion carried.

19. Handbook Changes – Christine and Nora

- Bylaws by Wes

-changes discussed and editing completed by each executive member

-Nora will email a finished copy in the near future

20. Year end report - Nora

-not completed yet, but will be emailed out before conference

Motion: Nora – Based on the demographics of the members of Science Council executive, I move that we hold executive meetings in Calgary effective January 2003 until General Meeting, 2003.

Seconded: Cliff

Motion carried.

21. Other business 

A. December meeting – December 7, 2002

B. Maragaret Ebbers – Elementary Survey

-20 years ago was the last major survey done, along with case studies

-since then, there have been limited studies done in elementary classrooms

-want to examine the perception of elementary teachers about the new program of studies implemented in 1996, since there are no text/print resources mandated by government

-grant was given to complete the survey so that no money is required

-seeking ATA Science Council support for the survey

Nora-will we have access to the information gathered? – yes, results will be published

Motion: Nora – I move that the Science Council endorse the Elementary Science Survey that Margaret Ebbers is conducting.

Seconded: Shantelle

Motion carried.

-Nora will send a letter to the Table Officers to ask for their support

Kevin-dissolution of the elementary science teacher regionals – has a budget and needs to be dealt with – Margaret will email Nora with information about this

C. Nora – air monitoring – AB Environment is putting air monitoring sites in areas in the province for every 20 000 people and information can be accessed from the website – great for science class!

-website address for it: www.telusgeomatics.com/tgpub/ag_air/

D. Nominations – we need Div I, Div II, and President-elect nominees

E. Is it the view of this council to react to the change in dates for the diploma exams? 

-Nora – will write a letter on behalf of the council to voice our disagreement with this change.
22. Adjournment – 3:50 P.M.

