ATA Science Council

Saturday, April 6th, 2001

Members present: Deb Davidson; George Cormie; Stacey Ashton; Susan Rivers; Colleen Keane; Mary Baker; Wes Irvin; Connie Van de Veen; Ed Leong; Marv Hackman: Nora MacGregor; Rick Mrazek; Dion Skitsko; Kevin Joncas; Shantelle Rowland

1. Meeting called to order 9:15

2. Minutes of March 3rd 

2.1. Nora M moved minutes adopted as distributed, carried.

3. Nora M welcomed Regional Presidents

3.1. Nora M started a Regional in Lethbridge

4. 2000/2001 Goal – Foster increased executive involvement in annual conference planning

4.1. Conference 2001 (Stacey S, Susan R)

· Revenue to date $13,550

· $5000 from McGraw Hill

· $5000 advance

· $  300 advertising

· $3250 booth revenue

· Expenses to date (less than $6000)

· $1200 postage & shipping

· $  150 design cost

· $3800 Keynote booked Paul Zaloom

· $  200 miscellaneous

· Speakers and Keynote Update

· Booked keynote speaker Brian Keating (Calgary Zoo)

· Have 50 speakers at present

· Will have the list of speakers in next Science Teacher and on the Web Page shortly.

· Sixteen booths paid and 16-18 more booked (have room for 37 maximum) 

· Contacted Hunting Hills High school – host school

· Room for 500 at Red Deer Lodge for Keynote Speaker

· Wes suggested the school gym (which holds 1200) be booked in case we need more room.

· Sponsorships and Sponsorship letter 

· Wes I contacted Red Deer groups 

· Red Deer Visitor & convention Bureau will contribute some door prizes

· George C will  contact Pearson Publishers directly

· Tim O will contact Morgex in Calgary

· Marv H suggested Capital Estates for sponsorship

· Advertisement 

· Marv H indicated mail outs are in place from ATA

· Stacey informed the group that Calgary & Northern Alberta teachers are not getting their Science Teacher publication

· Marv H explained that membership lists were not received soon enough, but teachers will get two publications at the same time. 

· Marv H requested that his room and Deb D’s room not be charged to the Master Account.  ATA will pay for these.

· Executive Expenses for Conference discussed

· Nora M moved Conference 2001 pay Science Council Executive members a maximum of  $82 per room and corresponding taxes per day and a maximum of $90 for food for the three days. Travel expenses are to be reimbursed as per regular council rate.  Sub costs for Thursday afternoon and Friday  (as needed) will be paid by the Science Council budget for Science Council executive attending the science conference.  Motion passed.

· Online Registration (George C)

· Two options available on Web page for registration

· Can register on-line 

· Can print registration form and send in

4.2. Conference 2002 Ed Leong

· John Acorn will present for $2000 Canadian

· Bob MacDonald is available for $4000 Canadian

· Will check on Chris Hatfield, the Astronaut

· Has spoken to McGraw Hill Ryerson will sponsor  $5000

· Will speak to Pearson Publishers as well 

· Room rates are $164-$174 for single room and $111-116 per person for double room

· Ed L will contact Helen Mellor from Beaverbrook High School as a possible co-assistant for Conference 2002

· Banff Centre has invited executive members to check site in April 

· Room and food costs for site inspection will be covered by Banff Centre 

· Nora moved that Science Council cover travel and sub costs for Ed Leong and Wes I to check Banff Centre site in April.  Motion carried.

· Ed L moved that Science Council pay Science Conference 2002 an advance of $5000 to cover the cost of deposits for Keynote speakers, specifically $500 for John Acorn.  Motion carried.

· Rick M suggested P

· Rocky Rohwedder , a professor in the Dept. of Environmental Studies & Planning, Founder Of EcoNet.

· Colleen V suggested Crocodile Hunter be contacted.

4.3. Conference 2003 - Wes I

· Wes contacted Capri Hotel 

· Sound problem in Trade Centre has been fixed

· Display booths could be on the perimeter with Keynote speaker in the center. 

· Was reassured that all gratuities go to staff

· Marv H reminded executive that at last conference held at Capri Hotel, staff did not receive 15% gratuities

· Wes I will check into this 

5. 2000/2001 goal – Actively encourage member involvement in council and its activities 
5.1. Membership database Wes I

· Colleen K is having difficulties with trying to get email addresses from Conference database,  setting up database and sending to Wes I.

· Rick M offered to take over the task from Colleen 

· Wes I stressed need for accurate database to ensure continuity and to maintain communication with members.

· Wes I asked if we should invite Denis Chalifoux and Paul Jones to discuss possibility of using their database

· Marv H expressed concern whether members on executive are on membership list

· Mary B will check membership list

· George C suggested we hire a clerical staff person to maintain the membership list to keep the membership list current.  He believes it would require 30-40 hours per year to update database.

· Marv H reminded executive that ATA  data is only as good as what is sent in; is dependent on Retirement Teachers membership and employers to ATRF(many errors)

· Kevin J suggested that as memberships are sent in, send to Barnett House

· Marv H informed executive that active members go into database, but lapsed members are missed.

5.2. Executive Reports 

· Physics - Dion S

· Has two articles for Science Teacher 

· Has several presentations for Conference 2001 in the works

· Is working on his presentation for Conference (RE: Car Accidents)

· Science - Ed L 

· Has written article on Science 14 on field testing

· Has talked to several people on presenting 

· Glen Hornland Re: Science 14

· Ed L will present on Science 10 or 30

· Changes in Science 10 will be in 2003 due to budget constraints

· Division II - Shantelle Rowland

· Has faxed conference forms to a number of presenters and asked them to fill in the forms &n fax them to Sue

· Peter Lenton(Puffin Productions)

· Heidi Eijgel(Beauvais Lake Provincial Park)

· Cynthia Corbiere(Worm Project) 

· Bob Evans ( Curator at Nanton’s Air Museum)

· Chemistry – Joy H ( by Wes I)

· Had 12 confirmed speakers but some backed out

· Wes asked Ed to email Joy 

· Has worked with elementary teachers on “Gee Whiz” chemistry sessions 

· Hopes this leads to start of science regional in this area

· Has contacted her additional speakers & supplied with conference forms

· Contacted both Dan Leskiw and Morrie Smith to attend meeting

· Biology – Colleen L

· Has one article on “What To Do When Your Network Is Down” for Science Teacher.

· Has a speaker on “Paper Making”for the Conference.

· Division III – Nora M

· Has an article on “Changes in the Curriculum in Division III” for Science Teacher.

· Nora will do two presentations at the Conference.

· Has started a regional in Lethbridge.

·  Post Secondary - Rick M

· Has response to Frank Jenkins

· Indicated that science majors have doubled since 1984 with 71% females and 29% males

· Suggested we identify changes we want in the secondary curriculum.

· Technology - George C 

· Has updated  software for Web Page

· Focused on keeping conference 2001 info current

· Downloaded files that are outdated and has archived them

· Requested files from members to add to Web Page in RTF form (exams, assignments)

· Early Childhood – Connie V

· Is providing an In-Service on April 11

· Has Article on “Science is Fun in Kindergarden”

· Staff Advisor – Marv H

· Sent outs on the  way to Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer – will add Medicine Hat

· Checked data banks – same as Science Council reminded executive that we must provide changes in Constitution and nominations 90 days prior to AGM 

· Will need to place information in June Edition of Science Teacher 

· PEC - Deb D

· Provincial Executive changes from April 6th Meeting

· June 30 will be end of Fiscal Year

· August 31 will be new Reporting Period

· Will offer software (Accounting package- $149) for treasurers 

· Reported that Annual Representative Assembly voted that teachers are opposed to standardized testing

· Will recommend not having a session for Achievement tests or with Alberta Learning or Boards concerning this issue.

· Teachers will receive official correspondence from ATA on the recommendation.

· Past President – Sandy S 

· Wes I informed group that Sandy S has resigned from her position

5.3. Financial Update – Kevin J

· Kevin presented his report

· $60,000 surplus from Conference 2000

· $17,160 from memberships

· George C moved that the Conference 2000 surplus be transferred to the Members Equity Account and the Conference 2000 advance be returned to Members Equity Account.  Motion carried.

· George C moved that the interest from the Members Equity Account be included as Income in the Science Council Executive Budget effective the beginning of the next Fiscal Year.  Motion carried.

· Wes I received a request for expenses from Milton Williams for Conference 1996.  Wes suggested that we pay the expenses once Milton Williams submits the expense documentation.

· Nora M moved we reimburse Milton Williams to the amount of $300 upon arrival of his receipts for expenses for Professional Development with the understanding there is a Statue of Limitations for payment of expenses for Professional Development (for Conference on Space Science in Vancouver B. C. summer 2000).  Motion carried. 

5.4. Nominations Committee – Wes I

· Requirements for next year

·  Science Director

· President Elect

· Secretary

· Treasurer

· Conference 2002 Co-Director – Banff

· Two Conference 2003 Co-Directors Red Deer

· George C will advertise positions for Science Council Executive on Web Page

5.5. Curriculum Committee - Rick M

· Rick suggested each division have a meeting slot at the conference 

· Proposed that we have a common format on Web Page to collect information in timely fashion

· Seek action components related to concerns which would then be collated into a document for members

· Set up a Questionnaire and poll each individual member as to feedback related to three common questions and questions specific to each division.

5.6. Awards Committee 

· Information will be sent to Gina

5.7. Handbook 

· Marv H reminded executive that changes to the Constitution (p.1-5) must be submitted 90 days prior to AGM, Bylaw 5-9 in writing to AGM and changes in Policies by this body may be made at any time, but they must be presented at the AGM.

· Marv H moved that the housekeeping changes in the Handbook reviewed by the Science Council Executive be accepted and presented to the AGM for approval.  Also the Past President make arrangements to have these proposed changes be reported in the next Science Teacher.  Dion S seconded the motion, carried.

· Wes I will do this.

6. Next meeting is June 9th at Red Deer Lodge.
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