ATA Science Council

Saturday, March 3, 2001
Members present – George Cormie, Colleen Keane, Kevin Joncas, Rick Marazek, Shantelle Rowland, Nora MacGregor, Sue Rivers, Ed Leong, Dion Skitsko, Joy Harrison, Deb Davidson, Marvin Hackman, Wes Irwin.

1.
Meeting called to order – 9:10

2.
Minutes – Movement to adopt – Nora 

Seconded – Joy.  Passed.

3.
Conference planning

Sue – Needs phone # for Bennett Center, can’t reach Beth Burwash from APPEGA

a. For future speakers, print out speaker proposal forms for speakers and fill out information, then fax to Sue.

b. 1/3 of display booths have been picked up.

c. McGraw-Hill is sponsoring our Wine and Cheese - $5000

d. Need ideas for entertainment and field trip ideas for conference.

e. Host school – Most likely Hunting Hills 

f. 500 posters were brought to marking – got lost in between Biology and Science marking.  Posters were put out at Calgary convention.

g. Posters are available at our web site.

h. Deb to bring poster to CSR meetings for Edmonton 

i. Marv will include the Black and White posters in ATA mail-outs.  Sue to courier the poster to Marv, who will send them to Edmonton, Calgary, Lethbridge, Med Hat.

j. Large Poster will be sent through ATA mailings in April.

k. Keynote speakers update:

· Paul Zaloom (Beakman) is booked for Saturday AM, $5000 USD.  $2500 USD paid. ($3800 CDN)

· Jay Ingram (Discovery Channel) is booked for the Sunday brunch. $4500 CDN to be paid.

· Friday Keynote required.

l. George suggested Ken Valgartson as entertainment.

m. George and Kevin recommended a Physics prof – does entertainment for Physics – dancing and singing… George to check out Discovery Channel website.

n. Deb recommended the Detention Divas or Zandra Bell.  Humorous presentation about current issues.  Deb to enquire.

o. Space available at the Lodge.  How big of a group can be held for a keynote?  Sue will find out. Wes recommended possibility of putting booths around the outside of the rooms.  George asked about putting booths in the lobby area behind the restaurant.  Registration could be in the Foyer (where the plant area ends). Sue will find out/\.

p. Wes asked that the Conference committee meet together as a complete group.

q. Sue needs to book hotel rooms ASAP.  GST is saved if booked on a master list.

r. Deb recommended Wayne Lee – also a magician and teacher.

4. George  - has emailed ATACC.  They have a secure server, have done on-line registration before.  George was wondering about cost.  ATACC didn’t mention a cost to them, but there is probably a cost to MasterCard and VISA.  George will continue to pursue this.  Needs to know what the registration form will look like in the next couple of weeks.

5. Deb and Marv indicated that the Association may not back the idea of on-line registration.  (Visa and MasterCard)  We need to have a fall-back method in case the ATA says we can’t do it.

6. Sue asked for some assistance in tracking down door prizes and give-aways.  (If each person visits 5 places, that would be great). Shantelle will do some work on this.

7. Wes asked that Kevin have a list of monies in and out for Conference 2001 for next meeting.

8. Conference 2002 – Ed – still looking for a conference co-director.

· Keynote – John Acorn is tentatively booked.

· Dates-  Nov 14th to 17th.

· Other keynotes

· Esmerelda Everett – going to the Galapogos

· Harry Wong – First day of School. – great for motivation.

· Sponsorship – High schools will be looking at book changes, so McGraw Hill has already indicated sponsorship.  Nelson and Addison Wesley have indicated as well.

· Need ideas for a theme.

· Marv recommended that Ed call Loretta ___ to ask about the summer conference that is held each summer in Banff Centre.

· Ed wondering about other ideas for keynotes. George suggested the crocodile hunter.

· Rick mentioned that something from the Pan-Canadian component (from the new curriculum) – Like “Technology” or Communication Technology could be used for the theme.  Speakers could then be built around this.  U of A and U of C could kick in some money to get key speakers to incorporate into the theme.

· Ed was thinking of “A Time for Renewal” as a theme – ties to location, ICT, new curriculum…This theme was supported by executive.

· Deposit needsto be put down for Banff Center. Wes will work on this.

9. Wes looked into David Suzuki $10,000 CDN including expenses.  

Dion mentioned Marc Garneau or the guy that’s doing the space walk.  He will look into the name for Wes.

10. Deposits have not been paid for 2003 and 2004, but contacts have been made.

11. Stacey has recommended that a larger center be booked for 2003.  Marv recommended the Centrium.  (attached to the arena) 

Break

12. Wes - Membership Database.  Wes received an Excel file and a printout of members.  Wes would like to be able to mail all members.  Ed recommended that we transfer the Excel file to Access.  Access then has an e-mail program.  Colleen will get this together, and then send lists to directors.  (Wes to call Marv to remind him to send an electronic file from the ATA)

13. Rick – special Journal edition on PD (best practices).  Would like to know if any exec members have input into the edition.  Also needs financial commitment for it.  Nora asked about cost.  (about $2000)  Sue asked if any money has been saved from the newsletter.  It has been – 3 instead of 4 editions this year.

a. Nora moved for special edition, George seconded.  Passed.

b. Nora recommended that an edition of the newsletter goes out with the journal.  Could also include a poster for the conference.

c. Materials for AGM need to be put into the next edition of the newsletter.

14. Directors Reports

President Elect – Maureen has had to step down due to illness in the family.  Wes read a letter.  George moved to send a clock and special certificate of appreciation.  Nora seconded.   Passed.  George will take care of gift and certificate.

· Nora asked about the process for obtaining a new president.  

· Wes suggested contacting a past president to fill in.  Mary McDougall will fill in until September, but will not take over presidency.

· Marv recommended that interest from the exec be surveyed so that the president-elect be president in the future.

· Nora asked Wes if he would like to stay.

· George recommended scouting out Calgary teachers to balance out regions on executive.

· Marv recommended Wes stay for a second term so that we would have greater continuity and a president elect would have more time to train.  Rick agreed.  

· Decision postponed for the nominations committee. 

ECS - 
Connie - working on speakers and sponsors for the conference.

Div 1 – Margaret’s Letter – has obtained approx. 10 speakers.  

Div 2 - Shantell – got some speakers from her convention.   (wetlands…Earthworm project… Nanton Air Museum…)  Wanted to know about business cards.  (should be next meeting or mailed)

Div 3 – Nora – Has 5 speakers.  4 have been involved in the pilots for the new Jr high curriculum.  Nora is now the Lead teacher for Leth Pub for Jr High Science.  (Trying to set up a regional in the Leth area.  New curriculums will be implemented soon.  All of Leth and Med Hat will be implementing both 7 and 8 in 2001.  Dates have changed.  This means that many students will be getting new 7 and 8, old 9, new 10… because the 10 date is so early.  Grade 9 PATs are also an issue.  ( interesting point that AB learning has already completed the IOP exam for 9 and 12 although the curriculum was not complete!)

FEESA is doing a 1 week ecotour in Calgary – Fully Paid!  Also doing an energy institute – Canada wide.  Two weeks in July.  Website:  www.feesa.ab.ca
Chem - Joy – Regional not yet possible, but has set up mornings with elementary kids to do science in the High school labs.  Speakers sent to Sue.  

Bio – Colleen – Regionalism is in the very beginning works. Speakers names have been given to Sue.  Lots of U of A profs.

Physics – Dion – HYRS, conference speakers will be given to Sue.  Will present on traffic reconstruction.

Gen Science - Ed – implementation will likely be postponed  for Sc 10.  There will be two exams for 9 the first year.  (The new 9 goes into periodic table extensively.  This will be a problem for people who have the old 9 and new 10).

Technology – George – Website has been changed.  Please go to the mail-script to email yourself.  If it’s wrong, let George know.  Speakers will be sent to Sue this week.  George will send a presentation to exec to view and let him know how it works.

Sue contacted Esmerelda Everett re: Calgary regional.  Ready to step down and hand over the reigns to new blood.

Post Secondary - Rick – U of L will be hosting Science camps for Jr High School students. Sc 14/24 textbook reviewers needed.  Science hotlines need a new director.  New Web awareness program with science emphasis available.  

PEC - Deb would like to remind exec that there are a number of retired teachers that are available to present at conference. Dan Leskiw would also be an excellent contact.  Biology and Chem regionals are coming up in Edmonton in May.

Staff Advisor - Marv will present re: liabilities associated with new technologies at conference.

Lunch

15. Financial Report – Kevin

a. Looking for direction for reimbursement advances for Conf 2000.  George asked where they came from.  Marv indicated that Kevin has the best idea of what is needed where, what does he recommend?  

George moved that the money remain in council account until membership fees are collected.  Rick Seconded.  Carried.

b. About $10 000 for membership fees for conf 2000

c. Surplus – goes to members equity

Sue moved to pay expenses for this meeting.  Joy seconded.  Carried.

Kevin moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted.  George seconded.  Carried.

16. Handbook revisions.

Nora and Wes have both made suggestions to updating the handbook.  

Changes made at the AGM are not yet in the handbook.  Should all changes be made together or in two stages?  Exec members are encouraged to read sections of the handbook and to write in any changes that need to be made.

Changes will be made on a meeting by meeting basis.  For next meeting, have read up to page 10.   This has to be changed by the end of June.  Changes in constitution need to be published in the Alberta Science Teacher 60 days prior to AGM.

17. Curriculum Development:

Curriculum committee people will be making a document to update the opinions of teachers in the field.

18. Update on invitation to conference 2001 for other organization.

a. SK, BC, MN, NS, NFLD, NWT – invitations have all been sent.  

b. 6.2 - Tabled

c. HYRS – Mary, Kay, Evelyn Fray are working with HYRS – want names for others who are interested.  Joy Harrison and Dion Skitsko are interested.

d. Joy would be interested in formalizing a relationship with WISEST.  There is a conference on April 7th for girls to go to the U of A for women in non-traditional roles. (science and engineering)

19. Regional Activities – Regional directors are invited to next meeting.  Sue will call Esmeralda Everett, Joy will call Dan Leskiw, Stacey will call Tim Oborne to invite.  Joy will also contact Maury Smith.

20. Next Meetings:  April 7th, June 9th (Deb needs cake for her birthday!) We will decide fro sure in our April meeting if the May meeting is really needed.

21. Meeting adjourned
1:45 Then the nominations committee and curriculum committees met till approximately 3:00.

